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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's Request for Continued Examination (RCE) filed on February 17, 2010 
has been entered. Claim 1 has been amended. No claim is added or canceled. Claims 
1-10 are pending in this application, with claims 1 and 6 being independent. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 



2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 



The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 



Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 



Claim 1, line 3, recites " a data source appliance ". 

Claim 1, line 7, recites "identifying a data source appliance ". 

It is not clear whether the data source appliance in line 3 and the data source 
appliance in line 7 refer to the same data source appliance or two different " data source 
appliances ". 

Claims 2-10 depend from claim 1, and, therefore, are rejected based on the 
same reason of rejection as to claim 1 . 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 2, 5-7 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by US Patent No. 5,291 ,343 to Goto. 

Regarding claim 1 , Goto teaches a method for automatically setting up data 
connections between network subscriber stations in a network of distributed stations 
[Figs. 1, 10 & Abstract], where the network contains at least one recording appliance 
[Fig. 1; VCR 5], a data source appliance [Figs. 1 & 10: radio signals received from 
an antenna 8 or stations 1002-1005] and a data sink appliance [Figs. 1 & 10; VCR 5 
or stations 1002-1005], comprising the following steps: 

user-activated selection of a user interface for the recording appliance on a user 
interface appliance [Figs. 1, 5 & 9, step 20: the user operates a "record" button of 
the VCR 5 using a remote controller 53 while the user is watching the TV 2; col. 
10, lines 20-43]; 

identifying the data source appliance by checking for existing data connections 
which have been set up for the data sink appliance or the user interface appliance in the 
network [Figs. 1, 5 & 9, step 23: identify the radio signals received from an 
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antenna 8/Tuner 27 (data source) by checking whether the power of TV unit 4 
(data sink) is on /showing TV program; col. 10, line 55 - col. 11, line 4]; 

automatically setting-up a connection between the data source appliance, for 
which a connection to the data sink appliance or to the user interface appliance has 
been set up, and the recording appliance in order to assist in the implementation of an 
instant- recording function on the recording appliance [Figs. 1, 5 & 9, steps 24-26: 
automatically setting up a connection between the radio signals received from an 
antenna 8/ Tuner 27 (data source) and the VCR 5 and starting recording the 
program on the channel set by the Tuner 27; col. 11, lines 5-50]. 

Regarding claims 2 and 7, Goto teaches the data connection between the data 
source appliance and the recording appliance is set up only after the recording function 
on the recording appliance has been activated by the user [Figs. 1, 5 & 9, steps 20, 24- 
26; col. 10, lines 20-43, col. 11, lines 5-50]. 

Regarding claims 5 and 10, Goto teaches the recording appliance is a digital 
video recorder or a digital audio recorder [Figs 1 & 5: VCR 5]. 

Regarding claim 6, Goto teaches a network subscriber station as a user interface 
appliance having program means for providing user interfaces for controlling network 
subscriber stations [Figs. 1-7 & 10], wherein the user interface appliance has further 
program means which, upon activation of the user interface for the control of a 
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recording appliance in the network by the user [Figs. 1, 5 & 9, step 20: the user 
operates a "record" button of the VCR 5 using a remote controller 53 while the 
user is watching the TV 2; col. 10, lines 20-43], call up checking program means 
which trigger a check regarding the existing data connections which have been set up 
for a data sink appliance or the user interface appliance itself [Figs. 1, 5 & 9, step 23: 
identify the radio signals received from an antenna 8/Tuner 27 (data source) by 
checking whether the power of TV unit 4 (data sink) is on /showing TV program; 
col. 10, line 55 - col. 11, line 4] and automatically set up a data connection between 
the data source appliance for which a data connection to the data sink appliance or to 
the user interface appliance has been set up and the recording appliance in order to 
assist in the implementation of an instant-recording function on the recording appliance 
in the network Figs. 1, 5 & 9, steps 24-26: automatically setting up a connection 
between the radio signals received from an antenna 8/ Tuner 27 (data source) and 
the VCR 5 and starting recording the program on the channel set by the Tuner 27; 
col. 11, lines 5-50]. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claims 3-4 and 8-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over US Patent No. 5,291 ,343 to Goto in view of US PGPub. No. 2002/0078293 A1 by 
Kou et al. (hereinafter "Kou") 

Regarding claims 3-4 and 8-9, Goto teaches an audio/video system comprising a 
television receiver, a VCR and other communication control device [Figs. 1-7 & 10]. 

Goto does not expressly disclose the detail component or construction of each 
audio/video device in the system, such as an amplifier device or a graphical user 
interface. 

Kou, in the same field of endeavor, teaches a method and system for selecting 
and controlling devices in a home network, wherein the user interface appliance is a 
display appliance for video images, and the user interface is based on a graphical user 
interface [Fig. 4A; para. 0043, 0053]; and the data sink appliance is an amplifier device 
for audio signals [Fig. 2; e.g. the data sink appliance is a Receiver 220 (which 
comprising a tuner and an amplifier); para. 0039]. 

It would be obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was mad to 
recognize that having a graphical user interface or the data sink appliance is an 
amplifier is no more than a system implementation or configuration choice, which can 
be easily incorporated into Goto's audio/video system or remote controller without any 
compatibility issues. Therefore, the limitations set forth in claim 3-4 and 8-9 do not 
depart from the scope and spirit of the combing teachings of Goto and Kou. 



Application/Control Number: 10/583,594 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2471 

Response to Remarks 

5. Applicant's remarks filed on February 1 7, 201 0 regarding the rejection of claims 
1 , 6 and their dependent claims in the application have been fully considered but they 
are not moot in view of new grounds of rejection. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Albert T. Chou whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6045. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 - 17:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chi H. Pham, can be reached on 571-272-3179. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/Albert TChou/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2471 
March 13, 2010 



